
August 18, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 

attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 2nd board meeting.  Motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Bommersbach and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene presented Social Services bills in the amount of $46,795.99.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 

motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented a letter from Tina Sanchez requesting to repurchase parcel 28-3419000 

which forfeited to the State of Minnesota on July 19th.  She informed the board that she had money orders from 

Ms. Sanchez to pay the 2016 taxes as well as the delinquent taxes in full.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve County Resolution 08-18-2016-1 in support of allowing Jesus Benavidez Sanchez and Tina Garza 

DeSanchez to repurchase tax forfeited property located in Halstad, parcel 28-3419000.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote all voted in favor.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Office.   

Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, presented the resignation of Deputy David Olson who has accepted a position in 

McLeod County.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the resignation.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sheriff Thornton then requested permission to advertise for a deputy sheriff to fill the vacant position.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow Jeremy to advertise for a replacement.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion ensued with Sheriff Thornton regarding when the jail could be re-opened.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, introduced Murry Resler of Wenzel Financial, representing John Hancock who is a 

vendor for one of the deferred comp programs that the county allows employees to voluntarily participate in.  

Mr. Resler presented information regarding a Roth 457 plan thru John Hancock.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow a Roth 457 plan thru John Hancock.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioners Redland and Hall representing the Building Committee asked for direction as to what or if we are 

going to do anything as far as building regarding space concerns for Social Services, Public Health and the 

Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Hall noted that if they were to add on behind the Sheriff’s Office, a maximum of 

3,000 square feet could be added, at a proposed cost of $300 per square foot.   

The Building Committee was looking at adding 5400 square feet which would allow bringing the County Attorney 

and Crime Victim Advocate back to the county building.  Once again the purchase of an existing building in Ada 

was brought up and further discussion ensued.   

Also discussed was the fact that the county is in need of a building for equipment at the Highway Department.  

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.   Jerilyn noted that they are starting to wrap 

up the crack filling for the year as many of the seasonal workers are getting ready to go back to school.   

Engineer Swenson also informed the board that Overhead Door of Fargo is working on replacing the three 

overhead doors at the Highway Dept.   

Jerilyn also requested that her budget be discussed during the regular board meeting on September 6th rather 

than during a special meeting on the afternoon of the 6th.  The board scheduled the remainder of the budget 

meetings for the afternoon of September 6th with the exception of Social Services budget which will be 

discussed at the regular Social Services Board meeting on September 8th.   

Jerilyn brought forward the idea of increasing the amount of the wheelage tax which is currently $10.00.  Ms. 

Swenson stated that this can be increased in dollar increments up to a maximum of $20.00.  Jerilyn also stated 



that a resolution would need to be passed by August of 2017 in order to have the increase effective in 2018.  No 

decision at this time.   

Engineer Swenson also stated that she and Bob Ramstad had met with a representative from the Ada Economic 

Development Association regarding the Ada Southwest Industrial Park regarding excavation and placement of 

gravel for Phase II of the County State Aid Highway 54 in the Industrial Park giving access to the new business 

located in the building built by the EDA.  Jerilyn noted that this could be done using Municipal Maintenance 

dollars and State Aid dollars.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize placement of subgrade and gravel for CSAH #54 in the SW 

Industrial Park for the Not’s Snack Company.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion which on vote 

passed unanimously.   

Engineer Swenson distributed maps to the board members with proposed projects for 2017 and 2018 for their 

inspection and later discussion.   

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, entered the meeting to present his proposed budget for 2017.  Overall the board was 

pleased with the budget, but did make an adjustment to the natural gas line item based on the decreased price 

of natural gas at this time.  There was additional discussion regarding the generator with Mr. Kappes.   

James Brue, County Attorney, came in to the meeting along with County Court Judge Eric Schieferdecker, Maria 

Pahlen, Norman County DWI Court Coordinator, and Andrew Larson, Direction of Tri-County Corrections.  Ms 

Pahlen gave a presentation to the board along with a request for financial support for the DWI Court as the 

funding for the program from the Office of Traffic Safety has been cut drastically.  Maria fielded many questions 

and offered much information regarding the program.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve a $5,000 appropriation for 2017 for the Norman County DWI 

Court.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn re-entered the meeting with a request for approval of payment of a bill that was missed when entering 

their bills for the meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve payment to Reitrock Paving in the 

amount of $65,357.52 to be paid on Friday, August 19th.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Road & Bridge bills in the amount of $81,864.38.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Revenue bills in the amount of $73,976.28, removing the 

payment to Headwaters Regional in the amount of $2500.00 until Commissioner Gunderson could check on this.  

[Commissioner Gunderson did get clarification on this payment as the membership contribution for the local 

radio board.]   Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   The breakout of the 

bills is as follows:  Revenue -- $69,001.33, Building -- $281.69, Public Health -- $2,189.67, Solid Waste Facilities -- 

$1,289.36 and County Homes -- $1,214.23 for a total of $73,976.28.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m. for lunch with several of the commissioners heading 

upstairs to attend the DUI Court graduation ceremony in the Court Room at noon.    

Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. to begin discussion with department heads for the 

purpose of budgeting for the year 2017.  After meeting with Jill Murray, Assessor, Garry Johanson, 

Environmental Services et al, John Rosenberger, Veteran Services, Kari Aanenson, Recorder, Jeremy Thornton, 

Sheriff, and Teri Taylor, Human Resources, Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 3:45 p.m.   

 

 

              

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


